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[Abstract:] Relative to affairs at the Mint Exhibit, Chicago, Medals, Photos, Blanks, etc. 

The Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 

Superintendent’s Office, 

Chicago, 

May 15, 1893 

Col. O.C. Bosbyshell 
Supt. 

Dear Sir 

Your favor of 12th inst. at hand. Matters in regard to medals are still in the same 
condition as reported in my last letter. I found out to day that the Guards stationed at our exhibit 
have been ordered to report any attempt to make sales. 

Mr. Stocks to day called upon Mr. Phaler the chief of the dept, of collections. Mr. P. told 
him that he did not know that the sale of medals was a purely governmental affair and that the 
proceeds were turned into the Treasury Dept, or he would not have taken any action against us. 
Mr. Stocks said that he intended to follow the matter up and that tomorrow he would see Mr. 
Cummings the attorney of the Ways & Means committee and try to have the matter fixed up as 
speedily as possible. 

Mr. Keyser’s pass is completed with photo in and is waiting his possession in the keeping 
of Mr. McClure. 

There is some hitch in the photos of both you & Mr. McClure as both have to be retaken. 
Mr. McClure sat for his to day and you will when you come to Chicago. I spoke to Mr. 
Lightbody about it to day and he said that If you would notify Capt. Aytoun when you will arrive 
here your admission to the Pair grounds would be provided for. 

Box of blanks received to day per registered mail. 

We have about a thousand blanks which we run through the press (with out the upper die) 
all day over & over again, entirely to the edification of the unsophisticated but to the 
unconcealed disgust and anger of would be purchasers (whose number is legion) especially those 
who have bought before and want to again think that it is my stubbornness that that prevents 
them doing so now. 

I struck a tough customer of that kind this afternoon, who was going to get some medals 
at all hazard. He had bought them before, and would do so again, or would compel me to give 
him some, or he would tear the place out and get them. It was a government affair and he as a 
citizen had as much right to them as I had or anyone else and he intended to get some or know 
the reason why, but he did not get any. 
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And so it goes all day long, no you cannot buy any. They are not for sale. We cannot give 
them away. Yes we have plenty of them but we do not dispose of them. I cannot say when they 
will be ordered on sale. I cannot say if it will be tomorrow. Really you will have to believe me 
when I say that I do not know if it will be tomorrow or next week or next month and so on “ad 
infinitum” until you get tired hearing the same question and giving the same answer. 

I have sent to my wife a check on the cahier for wages to be drawn on the 26th prox. Will 
you be kind enough to let her have the money when she calls, and on the end of the month please 
send me balance for May less my building association fee. 

All keep well and contented and send kind regards. 

Very Respectfully yours, 

N.S. Beekley 



